Definition. 


Dr the Abſolute Authority of the Church, 1 
underſtand a Power in x Matters, 
om which there can be no A 


ppeal, to any Superior 
or Equal Judicature upon Earth, — which e- 

n ( who makes a right Uſe of bis pri- 
vate 7 t) 77 blind to Bm. As for an 
Authority or Revelation, which excludes private 
Judgment, there was never any ſuch as yet impos d 
apon Men; for whatſoever has been re veald, was 
reveal d to ther Underſtandings, and yet their Pri- 
ilege of examining, do's no wiſe derogate, from 
the Abſolute Authority of that Revelation. 
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St. Matth. XVIII. 17. the latter part. : 
But if he Neglect to hear the Church, let bim le 
unto thee as a Heathen Man and a Publican, _. 


2 — 
AX 
e 


Need not inſiſt long upon the Ex. 
plication of theſe Words, ſeeing by 
comparing them with, ſame of the 


S 
e 


preceding Verſes, we may eaſily dice 

our Bleſſed Saviour's deſign is to teach His 
Followers, what Meaſures they were to take, 
| | 1 and 


— . — —— 


(2) 
and to whom they were to haye recourſe, if 
they were unſucceſsful in adjuſting and re- 
conciling the Differences, which might happen 


between them and any of their Brethren. 


In the 15th Verſe he tells us, If thy Brother 
ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee; that is, if he caſt 
any invidious Reflection upon thy Chriſtian 
Character, or by Obloquy and Detraction 
wrong thee in thy Reputation, or any other 
way offend: thee, Go and tell him bis Fault 


| between thee and him alone, reprove him in the 


Spirit of. Meckneſs, and endeavour with all 
imaginable Gentleneſs and Lenity to reclaim 
and ſoften him, and bring him to a ſenſe 
of the Injury he has done thee. But if this 
will not do, if this Method can make no Im- 
preſſion upon him, yet even in this Caſe thou 
art not to be thy own Judge and Avenger, but 
muſt move one Step farther, in order to 
convince him, by taking with thee one or two 
more, as Arbiters, or at leaſt Wimeſſes, that 
according to the Moſatcal Law, In the Mouth 
Fry or three Wimeſſes every Word may be eſta- 

hſhed: But if he Refuſe or Neglect to Hear 


them, and to ſubmit to their Arbitration, 


Thea the laſt ching chou muſt do, is to tel 
it to the Church ; and if he negleft 10 hear the 
Church, if his Heart be fo obdurate, ſo hard 


and 


C3) 
and impenetrable; that he will not liſten to 
her Directions, nor own' Her Authority, 
without acknowledging of which he coul 
neyer have been admicted into her Commu- 
nion, Then indeed he is in a miſerable Con- 
dition, he is to be caſt our of her Society, 
and thou art to look upon him-as a Heathen 
and a Publican ; as one with whom None of 

her Members is to have any ſort of Intercourſe 
or Correſpondence ; as one excluded from a 
Participation of all thoſe Bleſſings and Pri- 
vileges, which Chriſt has purchaſed for His 
Church at the expence of his moſt Precious 
Blood; and in a word, as one cut off from 
being a Member of His Myſtical Body. 


] be neglef8 to bear the Church, let him be un- 
to thee as a Heathen Man and a Publican. 


= ſpeaking to which Words, I ſhall in 
t +1 x 41 
1ſt Place enquire what is here meant by 
the Church, and who thoſe are to whoſe Au- 
thority and Arbitration Chriſtians are bound 
in Conſcience to ſubmit. 401 
2. I ſhall examin whether or not this 
Power and Authority be continued in the 
church to this Day” 
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52 $-1:ſhall conſider the Nature of the Pu- 
pifhment to he inflicted; on an Obſtinate and 
Impenitent Offender, Let bim be unto thee as 4 
Heathen Man and 4 Publican. 8 £ f a 


— 


In ſpeaking to each of theſe particulars, I 
hall take occaſion to examine and diſcuſs 
ſome Objections, that have been rais'd of 
late againſt this Power and Authority of the 
Church, which have a natural Tendency to 
ſap and undermine her Foundations, and to 
extirpate Chriſtianity it ſelf out of the World. 
I. Firſt of all then I ſhall enquire hat is 
here meant by the Church, and who thoſe 
are, to whoſe Authority and Arbitration 
Chriſtians are bound in Conſcience to ſubmit. 
Now by the Church in this place we muſt 
needs underſtand a Viſible Society of Chriſtians, 
and not an Ivi/ible Fudge, which ſome People 
imagine to be in every Man's own Breaſt for 
his Guidance and Direction, and ſufficient © 
to entitle him to the Favour of God, and to 

procure his eternal Happineſs without any 
Interpoſal or Aſſiſtance from another. For 
here the Crime is ſuppos d to be flagrant and 
notorious, the Mitneſſes are repreſented to be 
real, antt che Number of them is expreſly de- 
fin d; Now to imagin, that for determin- 
Hen 1 „„ 


EF J 
che Differences among Men? *Whih are 


Pak, 2705 muſt. be an Appeal to a Brod 
or, WHeh 18 the ſame, tothe 


beate 0 ChrifÞ Within, 8 what is 2 thiieh 
conſiftene- with Common Senſe, 'as with 
905 Sæpiour's Words in the Fexe. 18 0 
this rate, the Conitroverfie could beves be de 
termin . each of ee contending f Parties Ha. 
ving the "Fudge within himſelf," and or 
pleading 2 Title tw the Fayour'6f- 
the account of his Canndoun 208 öfen 
Al. . bene dun 
Hfere likewiſe,” the Offer ; Bader We 
9 Have tranſgreſtd the Laws 
mg againſt fis Nei TO 
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(6) 
By this time I hope it appears, that there 
is: is. ſomething like a 25 Church, that has 
ſome ſceming Authority and Power to de- 
termine the Differences among Chriſtians. 
And for explaining what this. Church: is, I 
ſhall only make uſe le of the 19th Article of: our 
own, in which we are told, that the Vifable 
Church of Chriſt is a Congregation of faithful Men, 
in which the pure Word of Cod is preach d, and 
the Sacraments _ duly adminiſtred, according to 
Chriſt's Ordinance, in 1 al things that of Neceſſuy 
are requiſite to the ſa ame. 
ow this Pefizition naturally leads me to 

W YOU choſe are ene 

tion and Authority Chriſ 

Conſcience, to ſubmit, — * che . 
1 9 — & the. _ AS "Chiiſt, 
whom the Power of the Keys, and 

kr AP Ea the Holy, Sacraments, has been 
k een and continued in the Church of 
from the Days of = to this 
ele Time; and tho what a Learned Pre- 
“ G, g ben ae 

110 ma) be) 

to this Sacred Order, 3 4 
. Tha hab hes f Hed by 9 7 
Dene, tat tis 15 
15 to. Nunker up . Maa reyes. 4 * 


"CI SE 
that have come, by ſome Additions, to be united tage® 
ther in it. Let tis to be hop'd, that God, of 
his infinite Mercy, will continue to us a Szcs 
ceſſion of Ort hodox Governours, Which in the 
Beſt and Pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity, was 
lookt upon to be ſo indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to the Conſtitution of a Chriſtian Church. 

This Regular Succeſſion, ( God be prais d) 
is ſo far from deſerving the hard Names, of 
a Trifle, Nicety, Dream, Inventuon of Men, 
and the like, which ſome unthinking Men 
have opprobriouſly branded it with; That 
we can clearly prove it againſt them and all 
their Adherents, boch by the Unqueſtionable 
Records of the Chriſtian Church, and the ve« 
ry reaſon of the Yhing, and the nature of 
= Sacred = For if ever the Re< 
ular Succeſſion of the Cbriſtian Priefibood was 
robes, 3 then there mult, Hr a 
Time, ſince the Days of our Bleſſed. Saviour 
. and his Apoſtles, in which there was no Power! 
of adminiſtring the Sacraments and preach 
ing the Goſpe/, and conſequently no Church; 
and if fo, then muſt our Sayiour's Promife 
have faild, of being with his Apoſtles and 
their Lawful Succeſſors, even to the End of 


the World. 
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lt were eaſie to produce Innumerable Te- 


ſtimonies from the Primitive * Fathers, for 


proving this Regular and Uninterrupred Suc- 
ceſhon, and how much every Modeſt and 
Good Chriſtian thought himſelf bound in 
Conſcience to follow St. Paui's Lirection, 
Heb. XIII. v. 17. Obey them that have the Rule 
over jou, and ſubmit your ſelves, for they watch 
for your Souls as they that muſt give account, that 
they may do it with oy and not with Grief, 
But 1 ſhall not inſiſt upon I his, but pro- 
ceed to the | 


II. Particular I propos d to ſpeak to, name- 
ly, to enquire if there be any Power and Au- 
thoraty in the Church at this Day, which can 
bind the Conſciences of Men. It muſt be real- 
ly confeſsd, and with the greateſt Sorrow 
acknowledg'd, that tis very hard, and al- 
moſt impoſſible, to bind the Conſciences of 
ſome People. The World is grown up to 
ſuch a pitch of Wickedneſs, and Infidelity ; 
and every thing that is Sacred ſo much diſ- 
regarded, if not ridicul'd ; and Men's Con- 
ſciences are become ſo ungovernable by the 
Laws of God or his Church, and fo tame, 
| . pliable, 


pn” Wy — 


W * 


* They are ready, if required, 


(9) 


pliable, and ſubmiſſive to che Blandiſhments 
of Worldly Honour and Preferment, that 
neither repeated Oaths, nor Subſcriptions to 
Articles, Creeds, or Canons, are of ſufficient 
Force to keep ſome Men within the Bounds 
of their molt Solemn Engagements, or re- 
ſtrain them, from ſpreading their infectious 
Contagion, among the moſt Sacred Audien- 
ces, and moſt Auguſt Aſſemblies; and after all 
this, They bope to bring themſelves off by 
their Sincerity. As for their Sincerity in break» 
ing the molt Solemn 2 ations, in Civili- 
ty and good Manners we ſhall not queſtion 
ic, But Gracious God - Who could have 
imagin d, that ſuch an impure Sacrifice ſhould 
have been offer'd to Thee, by way of Attone- 
ment; to Thee, who art the Searcher of Hearts 
and Trier of Reins, and knoweſt all Men's Thoughts 
afar off 2 Was not St. Paul, do you imagine, 
very ſincere when he perſecuted the Chureb; 
and the Jews, when they crucified our B 
fed Saviour 2 Bur did their Sincerity juſtifie 
them before God, or entitle them to his Fax 
vour, when they only were conducted by a 
blind Zeal, and follow'd the DiCtates of an 
erroneous Conſcience ? And to convince us 
that there is a culpable Sincerity, as well as an 
inexcuſable Ignorance, our Bleſſed Lord hath 
1501 B 2 aſlur d 


C10) 
aſſured us, that as He, who knoweth bis M. after's 
Mill and does it not, ſhall be beaten with many 
$trypes ; even fo he that knoweth not his Maſter's 
Well, and does it not, hall be beaten with fewer 
Ctrepes. Both are to be puniſh, tho not in 
an equal Degree. 


But to return to the Authority of the Church, 
after this Neceſſary Digreſſion from it. We 
have the Misfortune to be attackd on all 
Hands about the Authority of our own : The 
Romaniſts claiming to themſelves, the ſole Pri- 
vilege of Determining all Controverſies re- 
lating to Faith or Practice ; and that on the 
- account of their Infallibiliiy; and denying us 
the leaſt Share of Authority and Power, be- 
cauſe we have not ſo much Confidence as 
they. | 
My Deſign is not at preſent, to engage in 
this Controverſie with them, but I ſhall on- 
ly obſerve to you their ſpecious Way of Rea- 
fonidg, when they would convince us of their 
Ifillzhility. For how do they prove it? Why 


forſooth, by the Authority of the Scripture; 
And how do they prove the Authority of the 
Sorepture? Even the ſame way, by the Hfallibi- 
ity of the Church. And beſides, there is ano» 
ther Conſideration I would offer concerning 
Fel; W: them, 


p 


(11) 

them, with which 1 ſhall leave them; namely, 
if it be true whichchey ſay, that without a . 
{ible Infallible Judge, Controverſies can never be 
decided; then by conſequence, the Contro- 
verſie concerning this Vſchle Infallible Judge 
can never be determin d; becauſe, on ſup- 
poſition, there is none as yet agreed on. 
And happy were it for our Church, if ſhe 
had none but the Church of Rome to deal 
with, no Enemies to encounter but thoſe of 
her Communion. We have carried on a Heli. 
grous War, God be thanked, moſt Succeſſ» 
fully againſt her; We have ſhewn how Cor- 
ruptions and Innovations were introduc d by 
degrees into her Communion; in what ſeve- 
ral Periods they ſprung up, and who they 
were that oppos d them. 11 1 

In a word, the Learned Writers of our 
Church, have ſo baffled all their Objections, 
and ſo clearly, ſolidly, and I may ſay, un- 
anſwerably confuted all chew Arguments, 
that no Church could ever have had the face 
to make a Reply, but one pretending to In- 
fullbility. But alas! My Brethren, our 
moſt Dangerous Enemies come not from the 
Church of Rome as formerly; or if we be ſo 
lucky as to diſcover them, we are not a- 


ftaid of them. If it were a profeſsd Enemy 
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Cit) 
or a Stranger, that had wounded our Church, 
ſhe could eaſily have born it; But it was ber 
own Familiar Friend, whom ſhe truſted, who fits 
at ber Table, and eats of ber Bread, that has 
lift up his Heel againſt her: Who has lately 
deliver'd ſuch Du&#r:ines to the World, that 
nothing can be imagin'd of more pernicious 
Tendency, except that pretended * Vindi- 
cation ; by which he in vain atrempts to de- 
fend them: Who, by the Mixture, and de- 
ceitful Confuſion of four or five Words, 
(which one would imagin, by the uſe that 
is made of them, had loſt their proper 
Stemification, and aſſum d to themſelves a 
Magical Sound; ſuch as properly, abſolutely, un- 
limited, uncondittonal, and fo forth : ) Who, 
I ſay, by ſuch an artificial Mixture of 
Sounds, has endeavour'd to Comure the Church 
out of her Juſt Authority, and at the ſame 
time to skreen himſelf, under their Shelter, 
from the Imputation of Hereſie and Schiſm; 
as appears from this Demonſtration, which, 
with a very ſmall Change of che Words, 
I have borrow'd from a late Preſervative +, 
Take away from him thoſe Words, and he ts ſo 
far from being Juſtified, that he is highly + 


 ® Anſwer to Dr, Snape. | Page 85. 
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(13) 
be condemm d for what he bas wrote; give him but 
thoſe Words again, and he'll make the beſt 
Shift he can to defend himſelf, tho at the 
Expence of the Church, and of that Emi- 
nent and Sacred Character, which her un- 
guarded Indulgence, (too prodigal of her 
Favours) induces her ſometimes, to con- 
fer undeſervedly upon Men. This is he, 
who has told us, that tho the Apoſtles bad 
a Power over the Conſciences of Men, and of In- 
' terpreting the Laws of Chriſt, as being Infalli- 
ble, and immediately directed and influenc d 
by the Spirit of God (tho in ſome places + 
he ſpeaks but very dubiouſly of this too; ) 
yet the Church now-a-days can claim no 
' ſuch Authority to herſelf, and that for 
theſe following Reaſons, which for Me- 
thod's ſake, I have digeſted into this Order: 


iſt. Becauſe the Church at this day ts not 
Infallible; and for Fallible Men to pre- 
tend to dictate Inſallibly to the Conſcien- 
ces of others, appears to Him a mani- 
feſt Contradiction. $7526 eg 
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ſhe could eaſily have born it; But it was her 
own Familiar Friend, whom ſhe truſted, who ſits 
at ber Table, and eats of her Bread, that has 
lift up his Heel againſt ber: Who has lately 
deliver'd ſuch Dv&rines to the World, that 
nothing can be imagin'd of more pernicious 
Tendency, except that pretended * Vindi- 
cation; by which he in vain attempts to de- 
fend them: Who, by the Mixture, and de- 
ceitful Confuſion of four or five Words, 
(which one would imagin, by the uſe that 
is made of them, had loſt their proper 
Signification, and aſſum d to themſelves a 
Magical Sound; ſuch as properly, abſolutely, un- 
limited, unconditional, and ſo forth : ) Who, 
I ſay, by ſuch an artificial Mixture of 
Sounds, has endeavour'd to Comure the Church 
out of her Juſt Authority, and at the ſame 
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as appears from this Demonſtration, which, 
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be condenni'd for what he bas wrote; give him but 
thoſe Words again, and he'll make the beſt 
Shift he can to defend himſelf, tho at the 


Expence of the Church, and of that Emi- 


nent and Sacred Character, which her un- 
guarded Indulgence, (too prodigal of her 
Favours) induces her ſometimes, to con- 
fer undeſervedly upon Men. This is he, 
who has told us, that tho the Apoſtles bad 
a Power over the Conſciences of Men, and. of In- 
terpreting the Laws of Chriſt, as being Infalli- 
ble, and immediately directed and influenc d 
by the Spirit of God (tho in ſome places + 
he ſpeaks but very dubiouſly of this too; ) 
yet the Church now-a-days can claim no 
ſuch Authority to herſelf, and that for 
theſe following Reaſons, which for Me- 
thod's ſake, I have digeſted into this Order: 


iſt. Becauſe the Church at this day ts not 


 Infallible ; and | for Fallible Men to pre- 
tend to diftate Infallibiy to the Conſcien- 
ces of others, appears to Him 4 mani- 
feſt Contradiction. 7. 5 25 


21y. Becauſe 


A Cena — a Mule... * 1 


i 


t Page 12 of bis SERMON. 


* 
rA 
- *- 34k + 


= 


® Px * = 
„ *, 4 
£ - * 1 ho. * hw 
4 — — 8 
+ te * . 
— "a — - . 


ny 
_ Becauſe Chriſt's Church is a Spiritual 
Kingdom, of which He Himſelf is Ring 
alone, and Supreme Legiſlator; He has 
ure ver interpos d in this Kingdom ſiuce the 
442 » forſt Promulgatiam of his Goſpel; He has 
left ua Deputies or Vice-Gerents, to inter- 
pier bus Laws ſo abſolutely, as to impoſe 
their Senſe of them an the Conſciences of 
Men. Temporal Rewards and Puniſhments . 
are inoonſoſtent with . Nature th this 


a N Nun | 


| | And, ;diy. That for a 0 Church 10 af- 
ume any Power of mierpreting the Laws 
) 00 . — 24 baſe them = 
ather Men's Conſciences, is the fame as to 
'/ qeverturn the very Baſss and Ground-Work 
c the Reformation, when Men did 
| ale off the Aubority of the C burch, and 
every one truſted to his own pri vate Judg- 
1 that 16, Judgd for himſelf. 


I am very much miſtaken, if all that 
has been adyanc'd in a late Preſervati ve and 
Sermon, is not reducible to ſome of thoſe 
Heads I have mention d; and if I can make 
it appear that there is neither good Senſe, 


nor 


Wi —- 
nor ſound Divinity, | in any or all of bes 


together, But that they are in every reſpecł 
Fa Jacious and Sophiſtical; I hope that the 


_ Church's Authority, will ſuffer no Diminu- 


tion. from what Her pretended Friends (but 
real Enemies) are able with their moſt en- 
rag'd Malice to boy againſt mas 1 bogin 
with the 


1ſt Namely, That the 4vPtles were Bfalb | 


' ble, as being under the Immediate Direclian 
and Influences of God's Holy Spirit; But 
the Church now-a-days is not Infallible, . and 


therefore, for Fallible Men to pretend to di- 


Fate Infallibly to the Conſciences of others, 
appears to be a Manife eſt Contradiftion, 


* in order to diſcover the Weakneſs 
and Fallacy of this Argument, be pleasd to 


_—_— with me theſe ollowing Particulars. 
. Tho! the Apoſtles were under the im- 
Wa Direction and Influences of God's = 


Spirit, yet they thought fit to enjoin 


recommend ſeveral Things to 2 


which they did not pre- 
tend was owing to imme⸗ 
diate Inſpiration *, and 
which * e e Her Her 


"EMI 
Awbority, without any Diſreſpect to them, 
or Blemiſh to her ſelf, has ſince alter d, as 
not being things of a perpetual Obligation; 
ſuch is that of St. Paul concerning Marriage, 
our Abſtinence from I bing, ſtrangled, and 
from Blood, our Receiving the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment faſting, whereas in the 4peſtles Days, the 
Love-Feaſts were conſtantly join d with it; 
This, in my Opinion? evidently ſhews us, 
that the Church has (till had an Aut horiiy of In- 
terpreting, what Laws and Cuſtoms were perpetu- 
ally obligatory upon Chriſtians, and what 
were not; and that no Perſon till now, ever 
* found fault with her upon that account, 
which gives a ſhrewd Suſpicion, that what 
has been lately advanc'd againſt this Power, 
is not ſupported by Truth; Becauſe, what- 
ſoever is new in Religion, is certainly Falſe. 
To pretend here, chat tho' che Church may 
be allow'd a Power in ſome indifferent Matters, 
yet ſhe can claim no abſolute and unconaitioral | 
Power, in thoſe relating to Eternal Salva- 
tin, ſignifies nothing to the purpoſe ; For 
if an abſolute and unconditional Power, be taken 
in the Largeſt and moſt Extenſive Significa - 
tion, the Apoſtles themſelves were not veſted 
with any ſuch Power. For their Commuſſion 
Mas limited only to preach thatGoſpe/, to the 
a World, 
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| (17) 
World, which they had heard from our Bf 
ſed Savwur's own Mouth; and they were not 
empower'd, nay, they were expreſſy forbid 
to preach any other. n eli, 
The whole Tenour of this Goſpel, de- 
pends upon Conditions to be perform d by 
Men, without which, they can have no Share 
of thoſe Bleſſings and Privileges, which are 
tender d to Mankind in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Neither did the Apoſtlet in This Senſe, aſ. 
ſume an Aſolute Power over the Conſciences of 
Men, if by that is meant, forcing their Conſci- 
ences, Which is a Contradiction in it ſelf; 
They had a Power indeed of Directing, and 
Inſtructing them, and of Cenſuring impeni- 
tent Offenders, which the Church of Chriſt has 
always exercisd ſince, and I hope will perpe- 
tually enjoy, tho there were no ſuch Words, 
as abſolute, uncondittonal, or unlimited in the 


World. 


But 2dly, We muſt take care to diſtin-* - 
guiſh between theſe two things, The Church's 
being Infallible, and her knowing ſome things 
to be Infallbly True and Certain. 8 
Io illuſtrate this by ſome familiar Inſtan- 
ces; Tho I be not infallible, yer I infallibly 
know the Being of a God, and that one 
C2 con- 


| C18) E 
convicted of Blaſpbeny before a propet 'Judi- 
ature, deſerves to be puniſh'd with the great- 
eſt Severity; Tho I am not Infallible, yer 


this I know to be certainly true, that whos» 


ſoever takes the Liberty to ſpeak of the ever- 
bleſſed Trinity, or of the Worſhip due to the 
Eternal Father, ought with the greateſt Cau- 
tion, and molt profound Reverence to expreſs 
himſelf in clear and diſtinct Terms, that do 
not admit of a Dubious Interpretation, leſt 
while ſome believe, by ſtraining bis Words 
a little, that he is exclaiming againſt the Ro- 
wiſh Idolatry, others may more naturally, 
and more ju{tly conclude, that He is preach- 
ing. ainſt the Creeds. of the Chriſtzan Church, 
which he himſelf has ſubſcrib d. In like man- 
ner, to come a little nearer, Tho' I am not 
Injalkble, yet this I know to be Infalhbly true, 
that tho: the Church of England, uſurps no ). 
ramical Authority over the Conſctences of Men, 
| ws = forbids no e who a Member of 
her Communion, upon his voluntary agreeing 
to thoſe Terms and Conditions, which Te — | 
preſcribd, for that purpoſe ; If thoſe Cndi- 
tons are fonful, why daes he embrace them? 
And if chey are not ſnful, why does he ex- 
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Co 
claim againſt Her Auibority for impoſing em? 
Did 1 45 impoſing them? when he himſelf 
did Viluntarily and Freely, and in the maſt 
ſotenm manner, give his Aſſent and Conſent to 
them, and continues to wpoſe them upon O. 

thers, with the fame Sincerity and Confctenct 
perhaps, with which he inveighs againſt the 
Authority of that Church which gave him his 
O. © N 1 $576 
la a Word, tho the Church be not Bal · 
lalle (that is, totally exempted from all Pa 
ſibility of Error) yet She knows Htifallibly 
the Truth and Certainty of the Chriſtian Re. 
velatin; and if ſo, then She muſt know as 
Irfallihly the Laws of Chriſt, and the Senſo 
of them, which are a Part of that Revelations 
Seeing to have an Jufalkble Knowledge of 
Chriſt's Laws, without having an Infailible Ri. 
ſurance of their Meaning, is down-right.Nons 
ſenſe, and a palpable Contradiction. 
And beſides this, tho there were not fadk 
a Degree of Certainty in the Church, as I hart 
been endeavouring to eſtabliſh, yet that Safe. 
ty and Exemption from rer, which is in 
Her, is certainly more to be relied on, than 
that which depends on a Marrs provate. 
dent, Tet it be attended with ever fo; 


Sincerity; 


* 
= 


/ 
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Sincerity; and therefore a modeſt, and pru- 


dent Man, will be always inclinable to chooſe 


the ſafeſt Way; as a Patient, (tho his Phyſi- 
cian cannot promiſe Infa/libly to cure him of 
his Diſtemper ) yet he will rather truſt to 
his Skill for the Means of his Recovery, than 
to his own Judgment, in ſuch a Caſe; and 
tho no Phyſician can abſolutely and unconditionally 
force a ſick Man to take Phyſick, yet he cer- 
tainly has Authority to preſcribe to him for his 
Recovery, and the Ob ſtinacy of the one, dimi- 
niſhes nothing of the Authority of the other. 
- To all this I may add, that tho the Ex- 
traordinary Operations of the Spirit have 


ceas d long ago, yet we know infallibly, that 


the ſame Spirit in a more ſilent and ordinary 


way, influences and animates the Church; and 


that Chriſt, who is aſcended into Heaven, and 
exalted at the Right Hand of God, has not left 
his Church comfortleſs, but hath aſſur'd us, that 
where two or three, as I hope we are all at 
this time, gather d together in his Name, be will 
be in the midſt of them. | | 

To conclude this Point; If the Church 
has no abſolue Power of Interpreting and Al- 


ſel xing, becauſe ſhe is not infallible; For the 


ſame Reaſon, there is an end of the Griflies 
JIE 2 | Prieſt d, 


7 


(219 
Prieſthood, and of all ſacred Adminiſtrations, 
No Meiſter can offer up the publick 
Prayers of the Church, in name of the People, 
becauſe he is not zfallibly aſſur d, that every 
one, or indeed any one of the Congregation 
Joins with him, in his Addreſſes to the Throne 
F Grace. ks 
No Perſon can lawfully adminiſter, the 
Bleſſed Sacrament of the Euchariſt to Chri- 
ſtiant, becauſe it being a Sign and Seal of 
the Remiſſion of Sins, he cannot be infal-: 
libly aſſur d, that their Repentance is ſo ſin. 
cere, as to entitle them to Pardon and For- 
giveneſs, by receiving the Body and Blood of 
our Bleſſed Saviour. A 
All which, with a great many more that 
might be mention d, are horrid Conſe- 
quences, and yet plainly deducible, from 
that Argument againſt the Authority of the 
Church, on the account of her not pre- 
tending to ſefallibility. I proceed now to 
the i 


I1* Objection againſt the Church's Power, 
which is this, ö 
| Chriſt's Church is a Spiritual K ingdom, 22 
whith he Himſelf 1s Ring alme, and KA 


preme 


C22) 
| preme Legiſlator 5; be hath never inter- 
Ford in this r dag the firſt Pro- 
_ mulgation of bis Goſpel ; He bas left no 
Deputies or Vice-Gerents, to interpret bis 
Laws, or impoſe their Senſe of them on 
. . ther | People's Conſcrences , Temporal Re- 
wards and Puniſhments are conſiſtent with 


the Nature of this Spirttual Kingdom. 


5 Now in order to diſcover the Fallacy of 
this Aſſertion, be pleas d to obſerve with 


That Chrift, God Bleſſed for ever, is in- 
deed Head of bis Church, and Supreme Le- 
giſlator of his Kingdom ; but that he has ne- 
ver 'znterpos d in it, ſince the firſt Promulga- 
tian of the f is what J abſolutely de- 
ny; The 4poſt/es, as is agreed on all hands, 

were immediately inſpir d by the Spirit of 
Truth, and he muſt be a very great Stran- 
ger to Antiquity, that does not know that 
the Xagwuam, the Extraordinary Gifts and 
Operations of the Holy Ghoſ# continued in 
the Primitive Church at leaſt 240 Years, 
after the firſt Promulgation of the Goſpel ; e- 
ven at a Time, when the Bifbops of the 
Chriſtian Church, in a State of Perſecucion, 


were 


5 

were dignified, with the Title of * wc 
rents, and Repreſoitatives of Chriſt hind f, 
who had an Authority to interpret his Laws, 
and to impoſe their Senſe of them om the Cun- 
ſerences of others, or at leaſt to expel Gain 
ſayers out of the Church's Communion. 

And that no Perſon may think this an 
Uſurpation Chrift's " Kingdom y let us re- 
flect, that there is a Conſcience t- 0 
wards Men, as St. Paul 5 f peaks, u | 
as well as a Conſcience towards" | ' 
G as to that towards God, he himſelf ! 18 
the only' Judge of it, and no Man or So- 
ciety ok Men, can take notice 857 = be- 
cue they Laney know it. n tl. 


nt 
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* Cyprian. En ad Cecil. uy Sedo Vit Chris wed bu, 
Qui id quod Cbriſtus fecit Imitatur. 

Ep. 55. al. 59. ad Cornel. p. 129. Neque enim alfwnde Hereſerob< 

orte ſunt, aut nats ſunt Schiſmata, quam inde quod Saterdoti_non . 
obtemperatur, nec unus in Eccleſia ad 2 gacerdos, & ad tempus ' 
ere e ee ü 
Epi ſcopos ava jam Cypriani Vicarios Chriſt: 
\ The %e Author of oo Conſtieutions, Lib. 2. cap. 26, calls the Bi- 

2 oy om 

They are Mei ſtil'd Succeliors of the Apoſtles, i in St. Cy. J 
prign's time. Cypr. Ep. * ap en Id. Ex. Aa. al. 47. 
ad Cornel. Firmil. Ep. 75. 17 Opp 

Theodoret ſays expreſly, that , Thos call'd Apeſtlen, C 
in 1/Tim. III. 1, As alſo, Com. in Phil, IL. 1. I. in Phil. II. 25. * 
An infinite Number of ſuch Paſſages might be er but 
thoſe T have mention d are ſufficient for my purpoſe. i] 
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Zut then for a Conſcience, vaid of.. Offence,, 
tomerdt Men, which is likewiſe. recommended 
by. the Lame ef | Chrift,,,. this. is what falls 


\ properly. under the Church's, Cognizance, and 


the Violation of it, under her Cenſure. And 
[11 venture to e that this ong,, Diſanr. 
Gian carefully applied, will extricate People's 
Minds from all choſe Mazes and Labyrinths, 
of too refind a Spirituality, of Chriſt's, Ring- 
din, which ſome late Diſcourſes have in- 
volvd them in. 

From thence we. wal exccive, the. 25 


ficiency of their Hypethetic, when, they aki: 
do loudly of Chriſt's, 155 the, only Jodge, of a 
Man's 1 ; L they mean of, his 2 


4 * 5 " 


as Men entertain, ane ou Bhaal 
—4 Heretical or Squlraarical, ions ; 
God only, is the Judge of that. onſeience, 
ſuch as it is, and Men haye nothing to do 
wich it; But if they come to broach and 8 
propagate their Heterodox Opinions and by; 
that 


wi 74," 

that m eans la to deſtroy any 

5 5 whom e. "died, 36, to A Ane {od 

Peace and Unity- of the Church - This 1: üg bart 
Ne 1 tho not voi of Offenceg,an 

al Is. Aan ke 5-06. and Car 


ſure, of out 


Beſides, Ie here polo Fe « a err 
warde Men, as well as towards God, this will 


convipęe us, that tho Etefnal Rewards aud 
Pumfhments, are the principal Hing r of 0 88 
ſan Religion, yet they are DO ie inconſi 1 ſtent. 
with thoſe that are Temporal; We are com- 


10 of Souls and Bodies, _and bound to, 


IF 


God 1 in our Bodies, and Spirits, which fe; $37 
therefore while we are Chriſtians, © We 
muſt remember that we, are Men likewiſe ; 

d feeirig there are Duties 1ncumbent upon 
unded; 


bal the Parts of which we are comp 
Sobriety, Chaſtity, and Temperance, wit — 

to the one, and the Love of God and our Neigb- 

bour, with relation to the other; and our 
moſt Gracious God has made uſe of Argu- 
ments for exciting 1 to our Duty, fitted 

and bn, OPUS upon both; This will 

convince us, that Collin, neſs reelle for all 

things, having the Promiſe ＋ the Life that now is, 
as well, as as of that which 11 to como. 


And 
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"And to convince us, that Temporal Puniſh. 
ments, as well 2s Eternal, are not inconſiſtent 
with che Nature of Chriſt's s Kingdom, we find 
that St. Peter ſmote Jnamas and Sapphira with 
Sudden Death; and St. Paul, Eljmas the Sor- 


cerer with Blindueſß; and 12 our * Bleſled Sa- 


viour himſelf, thoug he fit to ſeourge the Buyers 
and Sellers þ Oxen, a Sheep, and Doves, out 
of the Temple, how much more do the Buyers | 
and Sellers of the Temple it ſelf, deſerve oY . 


ſurge" out. of the Cape, ? 


+ +» » 


The Ge Part ticulars which I propos 4, | 


. a be pile d1 in my following Diſcourſe. 


f "Now to Ga the i Sm, and Hob : 
Sos] nee Amen. | 1 (4% 1 
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St. Matt lj. 17. abe Muir Part 


But 71 1. 2 10 hear the Church, 
let him be umd ies a4 4 heathen 
Man and 4 Pulicane. 0 
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= N my former BYTE) ago 
fo theſe Wards, I etideavourd, and 
Pf 1 hof per faieceſoſily , to vindieart 
— I 4 che Heb of the church, in op- 

poftibr to ſome l D6&riries, ao 
: 9 by 
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by a Perſon of an eminent Character in our 

own, by ſhowing you in te 
1ſt Place, That the Church's not - pretend-- 
ing to Infallibility, is no Argument againſt her 
Abſolute Power and Authority, in directing and 
Inſtructing the Conſciences of Men, and cen- 
ſuring contumacious and obſtinare Offenders. 
And in the 2d, By diſcovering to you, the 
Fallacy and weakneſs of that Argument, (plau- 
ſible as it is) by which it is pretended, That 
Chriſt is the Sole Judge of Men's Conſciences, and 
that no Man or Society of Men, can take 
any Cognizance of them; and this I did, 
by diſtinguiſhing with St. Paul, Acts xxiv. 16. 
Into a Conſcience towards" God, and a Conſci- 
ence towards Men, both which are abſolute- 
ly neceſſuy to Salvation. | God alone is the 
Judge of the Former, and Men have nothing 
to do with it ; but the Latter, which conſiſts 
in Words and Actions, and not in Thought 
only, is what falls properly under the Church's 
Cognizance, and if not void of Offence, un- 

der her Cenſure. —— 


From bence I. infere', chat tho! Eternal 
Rewards and Puniſhments, are the principal 
Hinges of the Chriſtian Religion, Jet they 
are no wiſe Excluſive of, or 1aconſiſtenc 
with thoſe that are Temporal, Godlineſs being 


Pro- 


E 4 


profitable for all Things. having a Promiſe of the 
Life that now is, as well as of that which is to 
come. 

| ſha'l now make ſome furcher Obſervati- 
ons upon. each of theſe Particulars, and then 
Proceed to the other Heads which prope 
to Conſider, _ 

And 1 ht, Thar the C burch has, an 1e 
Power. of interpreting the Laus of Chriſt, i 
evident from the 28th of St. Mathews | 
92005 18, 19, 20 Verſes; And Jeſus came 
and ſba e unto them, ſaying, al Power is given | 
unto me in Heaven and i in Earth; Go ye there- 
fort, and Teach (or rather Diſciple) all Nations, 
Baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, teaching 
them to obſerve all Things, whatſoever ] have com- 
manded you, and lo I am with you alway, even un · 
to the World. Here 1 think, chere is as politive 
and as Abſolute a, Commition to Preach the 
Goſpel, as can poſſibly be imagin d, and for 
the fame Reaſon, a Power and Aber "in n 
Proportion to the Extent and Univerlality 
of this Commiſſon, for interpreting. and ex- 
pounding the Laws of Chriſt ; ſeeing to have 

an abſolute, Power of Preaching, without an 
equal Power of Interpreting, 1 is ſuch a Piece of 
inconſſteney and contradiction, 25 none can 


have 


EE. 
have the Confidence to maintain, except oney 
who is capable of ſuch a no:orious' Sacrilege, 
as to rob Prayer of the Spirit, and a viſible 
Church of her B. e 
Ik Our bleſſed Saviout then veſted” his 
Church, with a Power and Authority of inter- 
Preting bis Laws, and of Inſtructing and Di- 
recting Men's Conſciences, we muſt in Rea- 
ſon conclude, that there is a Duty incumbent 
on Chriſtians, anſwering and correſponding 
to that Authority, by which thoſe Laws are 
propoutided, namely of ſubmitting to, and 
acquieſcing in that Iiſtructioun, Direction and 
Piter pretation, which is back d and ſupported, 
„ 3.2599 
To pretend here, that there can be no 
ſuch abſolute Power of Interpreting in the Church, 
becauſe every Chriſti an has a Right to Judge 
Aker, 5, for himſelf, this is a * Noble Claim 
Smpe, f . 1adeed, if it could be made out. 
OLI Cii- „e ; | a | 2 
Bur pray, bas cyery Chriſtian a Capatity to 
Fudge for bimſelf, and il he has not, how 
can he have a Right to lt wichout 4 Ca- 
Þacity ? Or what will cis Right ſignify, in 
Matters rela ing to the Favour of God, and 
Eternal Salvation, if he do's not know HO 
wo apply it, or what uſe to make of it ? 
But People who can tell us, ini a very mag - 
{On ns 5 ER ſerial, 


C83 

ſterial, tho unaccountable manner, that for 
Men co act, by Virtue of a Commiſſion 
deriy d from our Bleſſed Saviour, or to in- 
terpret bis Laws, by an Authority granted by 
Him, is Reigning in their own Ringdom, and 
not in Chriſt's, and 2 direct Uſurpation of his 
Legiſlative Authority; we are not to be ſur- 
piiz d, if ſuch People can with the ſame De- 
gree of Confidence, and probability, aſſure 
us, that every Chriſtian has a Right to Judge 
for himſelf, wherher he has a Capaciry or nor, 
or in other Words, a Right to do that which 
is le. 

ö chat as the Syi - 
vit of Cad, do's not act ſo forcibly and ir- 
reſiſtably on Mens Minds, as to deprive 
ner the Liberty and Freedom of think- 
ing, which is ſo inſeparable from cheir Na- 
ture: no more does the Church of Chrift, 
which is influenc d and animated by che ſame 
good Spirit, pretend by her Authority, to im- 
poſe Doctrines on the Conſciences of Men, or 
to force their Belief in ſuch a manner, as to 
deprive them of the Exerciſe of Reaſon, but 
only preſcribes ſuch Rules and Directions, 
which if attended to, will prevent or Reme- 
dy thoſe Errors, and Miſtakes, to which Men 
may he expos d, by depending too much on 


their 
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their own private Judgments: and as Men may 
Reſiſt and Grieve the boly Spirit of God, with- 
out diminiſhing or leſſening his Authority, ſo 
may Chriftians be ſo wicked, as ro oppoſe, 
and reſiſt the Laws of Chrift, as explain'd by 
che (hurch, without diminiſhing che Authority 

which ſhe has, for interpreting thoſe Laws. 
The Jews made ſo bad an Ule of their 
private Judgment, and arrivd to ſuch a 
Pitch of Obſtinacy and Increduli: y, as to be 
Proof againſt our Saviour s holy Life, power- 
ſul Doctrine, and ſtupendous Miracles, but 
will any Man ſay chat their Unbelief did any 
wye derogate from our bleſſed Lord's Auth:- 
ru of publiſhing a new Revelation to the 
World? When the Evidences he gave for his 
Divine Mijj7on, were unqueſtionable Proofs of 
bis Divinry, and at the ſame time, an aggra- 
vation of the gui't, of that Rebellious People, 
who diobeliev d him; according to our Savi- 
ours Words 15th, Jo. 24 verſe. IF I had 
aur done among them the Works which none other 
Mar d d, they had not had fin, ut nom have 
they ſeen and bated both me and my Father. 
Cur Bleſſed Lord, do's not blame the Jews 
for making uſe of their Reaſon, bu: only 
condemns them, for rejecting his Authority, 
ard preferring their Prejudices and Partidlity, 
9 to 
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to the Rule, according to which they ſhould 
have Judg d of his Doctrine, namely, the 
Miracles, which he wrought in its Confir- 

mation. V 
In like manner, the Church of Chriſt, do's 
not deny Men, the Uſe of F gen Judgment, 
in Matters of Salvation, but only blames 
thoſe who abuſe it, in Oppoſition to her 
Authority, and will, not ſubmit, to thoſe 
Rules which She preſcribes, for their Con- 
dad and Direchim. a 
I might add to this, that however ſome 
Men may pretend to magnify, the Uſe of 
private Judgment, in Excluſion of the Church's 
Power, yet the Canon of Scripture, is what 
no Man can at this 7 r with- 
out depending on the Authority of the 
Church, ps. Teſtimony of 204 Print. 
tive Fathers. There is no paſſage of Hoh 
Writ, that can give us Light in this Mat- 
ter, no Text in the whole Bible, by which 
we can be inform d, what Books are Canoni- 
cal and what are not, and conſequently in 
this at leaſt, private Judgment, is forc d to 
pay the greateſt Submiſhon and Veneration 
to the Authority. of the Church, as being 
that Channel, thro' which the Canon of 
Scripture, has been nant bo to us, and with- 
A dnnn 
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1 out which, Men of themſelves, could ne- 
il ver have found out thoſe Laws, according 
[ to which they muſt be Fudg'd at the laſt 
Day. And tho' ſome Men, upon very 
F ſmall Acquaintance with the Primitive Fa- 
| thers, are very familiar with their Chara- 
4 ters, and ſeem to undervalue their Aut ho- 
rity, yet if we had none of their Comments 
upon the ſacred Text, no Writings of theirs, 

to inform us, what has been done, or inter- 
eted in the Church of Chriſt, ſince the fiyſt 
Pane of the Goſpel, to this Day. 
In this Caſe, every one muſt acknowledge, 
that we ſhould have been very much in the 
Dark, about the Senſe and Meaning of a 
great many Places of Scripture, which now 
appear pai and obvious, by the Interpre- 
tation which thoſe venerable Fathers of An- 
tiquity have left us; whoſe Authority when 
_ vilified, or exclaim'd againſt by any Man, 
it is a certain Sign, that their Authority is 
likewiſe againſt him, and Principles of Re- 
Hſtauce are indeed of a vaſt Extent, when 
they are calculated ſo, as to reach the Dead, 

as well as the Loving. „ fi 


o 
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| But 2dy, That T may uſe St. Pauls 


Words, 2 Chr. x. 5. and caſt drum Bnagina- 
tions, and every Ingh Thing that * 11 
ng 85 15 If 
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ſelf, againſt the Knowledge of God, and bring 
= cha every Tad to the ee. 
Chriſt and his Church. I beg leave to offer 
to you this following Conſideration; That 

the Authority of the Church, in Interpreting. 
the Laws of Chriſt, and binding the Conſer= 
ences of Men, is to be ſubmitted to, and 
depended on, even according to our Adver- 
ſaries, till once private Judgment, come to 
determine otherwiſe. . | 
Now if I can ſhow you, that a Man by 
uling his private Judgment, is never — 
of fixing or determining himſelf, when he 
renounces and leaves the Authority of the 
Church, | believe private Judgment itſelf, 
muſt at laſt be brought to her Obedience. 
For making this good, be pleas'd tocon- 
fider with me, thatevery Man, in his En- 
uiry after thoſe Truths that relate to the 

| | ak of God, and Eternal Salvation, ought 
to take all the Precaution 1maginable, be- 
fore he lay any thing down, as a Principles 
of Conſcience ; that he be not decerv'd, ei- 

ther thro' Jenorance, Partiality or Self-Concent ; 
becauſe in a Matter of ſo great Importance, 
his Miſtake may be of the molt dangerous 
Conſequence. Now no Man is capable of 
doing this, without making Uſe of all the 
B 2 Helps 
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Helps ard Aſſiſtances, which are neceſſary 
for enlightning his Mind, and directing his 
Conſcience ; by comparing his Thoughts with 
thoſe of other Men, by fearching and find- 
ing out the true Meaning' of the Laws of 
Chriſt, by reading and comparing all thoſe 
Writings, that are neceſſary for underſtand- 
ing them, and at length, by forming a right 
Judgment upon what he has heard, and 
read, and compar'd, after all this ſtrict and 
impartial Examination. q- 6 
ut 'who ig ſufficient for theſe Things ? 
What Man alive, who Renounces the 
Authority of the Church, can Anſwer to 
God and his own Conſcience, that he has 
made uſe of all thoſe Helps and Aſſiſtances 
which 1 have mention'd ? Or how is 
it poſſible for him to do it? Can he with 
any Colour of [ruth or - Reaſon ſay, that he 
has exactly pitch'd upon the Time for 
ſettling his Principles, and that there is no 
farther Occaſion to deliberate, before he de- 
termine ? That he has found out a fix'd and 
immutable Standard, by which he certainly 
knows,” that he will never alter his Opinion, 
in thoſe Matters to which he (perhaps un- 
adviſedly,) - affixes the Sacred and venerable 
Name of Conſcience * That he has convers'd 
hes ao IT 3 with 
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with all thoſe Men that are neceflary for” 
his Information, and that ſuch a Number, 
and no more, is ſufficient fer giving him 
Light, in thoſe Principles, which he has 
Eſpous'd, in Oppoſition to the Church's: 
Authority? May he not be miſtaken, in 
the judgment he has made, of the Capaci- 

ty or Integrity of thoſe whom he has con- 
ſulted? May he not be decerv'd, in the 
falſe Gloſſes he has put upon the Holy 
Scriptures, in Oppoſition to the univerſal 
Harmony, and Conſent of much Wiſer, 

Learneder, and perhaps Honeſter Men 
than himſelf? May he not take that for a 
Principle of Conſcience, or at leaſt. Endea- 
your to obtrude it upon others, which is no- 
thing elſe, but the Produce of Ignorance, Am- 
bition, Prejutlice or Self Conceit? Or do's: he 
hope to Excuſe himſelf to an Al- Sceing God, 
by pleading Sincerity, for ſanctifying a ſup- 
pos d Principle, which (for any thing he 
knows to the contrary) may be laid aſide to 
Morrow? Eſpecially if we confider, that 
in a great many Caſes, a Man is not a com- 
petent Judge even of his own Sincerity, no 
more than of his own Anowledge : I might 
convince you of this, by ſeveral Inſtances, 
but J ſhall pitch upon one that is obvious, 

: „ 9 and 
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and if rightly attended to, ſhould make. 
us havea very mean and low Opinion of 
our own private Judgment, and oblige 
every one of us, to ſmite on his Breaſt, 
and cry out with the Publican, God be 
merciful to me a Simmer. : 
That which I mean, is the Simcerity 


+ 
L 
F 


_ Sickneſs, which is a Time, when leaſt of 
all it is hable to Suſpicion, For here the 
Sick Perſon groans, under the weighty Re- 

| membranuce of his former Sins, which cry 

aloud to Heaven for V engeance, Here 
| the Pams of Death compaſs him about, and the 
| Gates of Hell, ſtand as it were open, and 
| ready to receive him : Here his Head 

zs a Well of Water, and his Eyes as Foun- 
tai of Tears, lamenting and bewailing 
his paſt Folly, and crying unto the Lord, 
in the Words of our Saviour's Diſce- 
| ples, Lord ſave me, or elſe I Periſh; and 
at this Time, if at any, a Man might 
| be allowd to be a competent Judge of 
his Sincerity. Let us ſee then the conſe- 

1 of this Repentance, The Lord 

1 s bis Prayer, and his Cry e 

| 4 bim. 


of a Man's Repentance upon his Bed of 
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him. He delivers bis Soul from Death, 
his 1 Eyes from Tears 5 and his Feet from : 
falling, and yet the laſt State of this Man 
is worſe than the firſt. For upon his De- 
liverance and n all his pretended 
 Smcerity, and ſtrong Reſolutions, and ſo- 
lemn Promiſes of Amendment, do yaniſh 
and come to nothing, His Righteoufnefs 
hath, been as the Morning Cloud, and as 
| the carly Dew, which paſſeth away; He 
returns with the Dog to his Vomit, and 
with the Sow which was wb d, to her 
wallouung again in the Mire; and though 
the Man himſelf thought, that his Re- 
pentance was Sincere, yet the Conſequence 
proves it to have been otherwiſe, and 
God knew it to be inſinrere, though he 
himſelf was Ignorant of ft. 
From all which J infer, that if no Man 
can be a competent Judge, either of his own 
Knowledge, or of all the Means neceſſary 
for informing his Conſcience. If he have no 
fix d and immutable Standard, by which he 
can certainly know, that he will never 
alter his Opinion in thoſe Matters, re- 
lating to Conſcience and Salvation. And 
0 : laſt 
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laſt of all, if no Man can be a competent 
Judge of his Sincerity in thoſe Things, 
wherein he oppoſes his own private Judg- 
ment to the. Authority of the Church of 
Cbriſt, then I fay, a Man by oppoſing it, 
Reigur not in Chriſt's Kingdom, but in bis 
cum, and I may 1 to him, the 
Words of the Pro 75 Jer. ii. 13, that 
be bas forſalen the Fountain of I Living Wa- 
ters, . and / hewn out to himſelf 4 —— 5 


Ciſtern that can bold 10 IW. ater 3 by re- 


nouncing thoſe Truths, which could not 
proceed but from the greateſt Degree of 


Iincerity, (as being deliver'd and taught 
by the Church, when Labouring under 


the hotteſt Ferſecutions; ). and ſubſtituting 
his own private: Judgment, in their Room, 


by which he at once deludes himſelf, 


and impoſes upon the Minds of R and 
| Adden Chriſtians. | 
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From all that [ have kicherro. had in " Yins | 


dicarion. of the Church's Authoricy, for in- 
ecrpreting oſ Scripture; I might - reaſonably 


ABl Bleſſed 


infer the Truth of that Article, ; which. 12 
teaches us to believe concerning the - Ever- © 


| 
| 
1 
] 


(15) \ 
efſed Trinity : X But, having for- n bag. 
— conhim'd this Becuine and 79 Saadgy 
it being too copious. a Subject to be in. 
ſiſted on at this Time. N 
Iſhall proceed ta the Second Ohjection, which 
mention d, whereby it is pretended that Ten- 
poral Rewards ar Puniſhments, and all worldly Cam 
ſiderations. are inconſiſtent with the nature of 
_ Chriſt's Kingdom ar Church, which is Spiritual. 
I have in my former Diſcourſe Solv d [this 
Objection, fa far as Religion is concern d, 
and am very unwilling to enter upon any 
political Canſideration, which I am ſo great 
a ranger to, and hitherto have never troub- 
led chis Audience with, as being improper for 
ſuch a place. Bur there being ſomething in 
it which regards our Conſtitution; I beg leave 
to Make one or two ſhort Obſervations upon 
it, not ſo much of a political Nature, as what 
cammon Senſe and Reaſon diate te 2 Man. 
And Firſt if it be true, as fome Peo- 
ple pretend, that all wordly Conſiderations ſhoud 
be excluded, as being inconſiſtent with the 
Nature of Corift's Kingdom which is Spiritual, 
I wou'd gladly know what was the meaning 
of the late War, which we begun and carried 
onſo Succeſsfully, at a vaſt Expence of the 

Blood and Treaſure of the Nation. For we 
— 8 have 
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have been told, that it was in Defence and 
Maintainance of our Religious, as well as Civil 
Rights; and I chink that there is ſomething 
of a worldly Conſideration in this. 
If luch a frugal Doctrine had been preach d 
ſome Years ago, it wou d have been of great 
uſe to the Nation, if they had believ'd it, but 
wiſe Men know beſt how to time Things. 

In the ad. part of this Objection, there is 
ſomething intimated, as if to Exclude ſome 
People from a ſhare of the Government, on 
the Account of a Religious Conſideration, 
were highly unreaſonable in it ſelf, and in- 
conſiſtent with the nature of Chriſt”s Kingdom. 
Now as to this; what meaſures the ſupream 
Legiſlature takes for preſerving it ſelf, and 
the Conſtitution, ought to be acquieſc'd in, 
and ſubmitted to, in my Opinion, by every 
private Perſon, it he make a right uſe of his 
private Judgment; and thoſe who do other- 
wiſe deſerve a Publick one. But if one may be 
allow'd, to vindicate this Excluſion of ſome 
People; I think there is nothing in it. but what 
is highly conſiſtent wich Reaſon, Juſtice, and 
Religion, For on a ſuppoſition that there 
mult be ſome fix d and ſeitled Government 
in every Nation, and that the Government 
of the State is Calculated for the ä 
0 
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1 
of the Church, and that of the Church Recipro- 
cally for the Preſervation of the tate, (as in 
the preſent Cale we muſt ſuppoſe it ro be) the 
Plain and Natural inference is this, that to 
admit any one to have a ſhare in the one, 
who is an Enemy to the other, is what is in- 
conſiſtent with common Senſe, as well aswith 
the Nature of our Conſtitution, and the true 


way to have perpetual Convulſions and Divi- 
ſions both in Church and State. 


proceed now in the Third Place to oo 


der, that Objection by which we are told, that | 


for the Church to aſſume an Authority of interpre« 


ting the Laws of Chriſt, and of impoſing her Senſe 


of them, on the Conſciences of Men; is what de- 
ſtroys the very Baſis, and ground Work of the Re- 
formation, when every Man had a Right to, 
and did actually Judge for himſelf, and with 
the ſame Breath almoſt we are told, that the 
Church of England is a Noble Part . nf 10 Dr: 
of the Cetbolick Church, Founded un 
the Noble Claim of the Right of Chriſtians to Judge I 
for themſelves: Now to convince you that 
there is a Complication of Sophiſms and Con- 
tradictions in this Aſſertion, be Pleas' d to dof: 
der with me. 


Firſt-of all in general, chat to a pate 
Judgment, in Oppoſition to Authority, is very 
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unfair, and unreaſonable ; ſeting in 4 great 
many Caſes, Authority it ſelf, is nothing elſe, 
but the Union and Harmony of many private 
Judgments together, confi- md by the Royal 
Sanction. A plain lnſtance of this, are the moſt 
of our Laws and Acts of cg ork notwirh- 
ſtanding they depend at firſt upon private Judg- 
ment, and every Member | gen Legiſlature, 


has a freedom and Liberty of giving his Vote; 


yet afterwards, no Man is left to his private 


Judgment; neither will that excuſe him, il it 


claſh with, and con radict thoſe Laws, in the 
Making of which he himſelf has concur d. 
To IIluſtrate this by a very familiar inſtance, 
There was a time when every Man had a pri- 
vilege of giving his Opinion whether or not 
the Crown ſhould be Settled in the preſent 
Riyal Family, to whom we owe fo many 
Blefbngs, and whole preſervation, every true 
Subject, muſt look upon to be inſtparable 
Hom that of out Church and State 3 but will 


any Man infer from hence, that he has ſtill 


a ptivilege of Voting, and a Right to that Nos 

ble Clam ot Judging for bimjtff in Oppoſition 

to Pablick Autiiority? 1 think none will aye 

the Confidence to ſay lo. 1 

Now chis one Reflection, paves the: way, 

fo ws private * do che Authbri* 
$918 ty 
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ty of the Church, notwithſtanding every one 
Had a Privilege of Judging for bimjelf, at the 

Reformation. For jt was not oe private Jadg- 
ment that made the Reformation, but the Mnion, 
Harmony and Concurrence of many togerher, 

who no ſooner threw off the Yoak ef the Ro- 
mſh Tyranny, but immediately they enter d 
into Articles and Conditions; they made Canons, 
; Confeſſions of Faith ,andCatechiſmss for preventing 
Confr ſia and Anarchy, in the Church of Oriſt. 
Hence we have the Geneva Confeſſion of Faith; 
that of Ausburg; and even among the Socini- 
ans ; The Rhakovian Catechiſm and Confeſſion, 
- \ ro which they all adhere according to their 
different Denominations. 
No Perſon was compelld by Force 
and Violence, or by any Unchrſtian and 
Perſecuting Methods, to join in their Com- 
munion; He was left to his own choice, 
and the uſe of his own private Judgment; but 
then i he thought fit to Aſſociate with them, 
and to liſt himlelt a Member of their Com- 
munion, it was upon Condition that he ſhould 
Abſolately ſubmit to their Interpretation of Scrips 
ture as ſet forth is their Catechiſmsand Confeſſti. 
ons of Faith, He was no longer to make ule 
or) own private Indgment in Oppoſition to 
their 
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their Authority, or if he did, he was at Liber- 
ty to relinquiſh their Communzon, and to go 
where he thought fir, as others in the like 
Circumſtances may do, if they have a mind 
to it, and Pll engage that no Body will quar- 
rel with them, for making ſo good an uſe of 
their private Judgment. 

Now if in all this ſuccin&t Acconne of the 
Reformation, which J have given you, there 
be any thing inconſiſtent with Senſe Reaſon, 
or Religion; | appeal to every one, who 
pretend to have any themſelves. 

But 2d/y, as to the Reformation of the 
Church of England, which then was, and at 
this Day continues, the nobleſt and bright- 
eſt Ornament of it; can any Man ſay that 
She ſhook off the Authority of the Church ? if 
he mean the Authority of the Church of 
Reme, 'is certain She did, and had good 
Reaſon for it, becauſe the Church of Rome, 
had no legal or warrantable Authority over 
her, but then, the inſiſted upon the Authority 
of the Primitive Church, from which the Ro- 
miſh Church had deviated, in a very remar- 
kable manner, namely in Doctrine, Diſcipline, 
and Worſhip; and this we} charge the 
> 1 Church 
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Church of Rome with, and are ready of all 
Occaſions to prove it againſt her. but how 
can it be ſo much as inſinuated, that our Re- 
formation in England was founded on private 
Judgment, in excluſion of the Church's Autho- 
rity? When Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons ; 
with the Concurrence of the Civil Power, did 
carry on this great Work, and brought the 
Authority of the Church along with them, ha- 
ving all the Eſſentials and ingredients within 
themſelves, neceſſary to the Conſtitution of 
a Chriſtian Church. * 1 e en 
So that l am amaz'd, and at a ſtand to 
read in ſome Peoples Work at one Time, that 
the Church of England is a noble Part of the 
Eatholich Church, which is very true, indeed, 
and at another. That this Catholick (vg . f 
Church is a number of Perſons, whe. S, 
ther ſmall or great, Diſpers d or United without 
Authority, Laws or Canons for preſerving their 
Unity in Communion. So that by joining both 
together, all the Compliment that is paid 
the Church of England, amounts only to this, 
that She i a Noble part of a Number of Chriſti. 
ans, whether ſmall or great, whether Diſpers d or 
United, founded upon the Noble Claim of the Right 


of 
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bf Chriftians ta Ju:lge for themſelves; and if any 
Man pretend to underſtand this Defiuition, | 
congratulate him upon the Occaſion z but will 
never envy his Happineſs, ſeeing I confeſs my 
{elf entirely ignorant of che meaning of it. 
| prateed naw in the laſt place to the Third 
particular | propos'd to Canlider, namely, 
the Puniſhment Inflicted by the Church on 
obſtinate and impenitent Offenders, vibig 
But if be urglect ta hear the Church, let bim 
be unto thee as 4 Heatben Mau, and a Publican; 
And in this 1 ſhall be but very brief, becauſe 
it implies no more than this, namely the Ex- 
cluding a Contumagious Offender from the 
Church's Communion, and looking upon him 
to be no better than a Heathen and a Publicar 
with whom the Jews entertain d no ſort of in- 
terco uiſe or Correſpondence. And that our 
Saviaur conferr'd this Power of Ab/elving aad 
| Retaining on his Church, is evident from the 6 
Verſe immediately following my Text, where 


he tells us, Verih Tay unto, whatſoever ye Bind 
on Earth, ſhall be Baund in Heaven, aud what- 
foever ye Looſe on Earth ſball be lyos'd in Hraveu. 
Which is a certain proof, that no Man has a 
Right co make ule of his private Judgment, 0 

0 


ai ies 
ſo vile a purpoſe, as to call Excommunitations, 
Authoritative Bentdiftions , and  4bſolutrons, 
(which were of our Bleſſed Lord's own Inſti. 
tution} Dreams, Inventions of Men, and humane 
ft Power was continued in the Church 
in the Time of the Apoſtles, as is ev dent 
from an infinite Number of Paſſ ges in 
St. Pauls Epiſtles, and that the Prim tive 
Church in che beſt and pureſt Ages of Chri- 
ſtianity, exercis d the ſame Power, app ats 
from all thoſe Canons of Councils, and Vri- 
tings of the Primitive Fathers, which regard 
the Diſdipline of the Church, by which Spi- 
ticoal Cenſures were infliged on 1mperitedt 
Offenders, eſpecially on thoſe who denied the. 
Church's Power, in this Particular. But ba- 
ving a Deſign to explain and prove all ths 
.to you at greater Length on another Occali- 
I ſhall not inſiſt any longer upon it, but 
only beg leave to draw a ſhort Infe- 
rence from what has been ſaid, and then to 
And now in good Earneſt, what cin 
be che Meaning, and Deſign, of all this 
Noiſe and Buſtle about oppoſing private 
Judgment to the Authority of the Church? 
© Shs Do 


(24). 
Do they mean the Church of Rome? I think 
every one wili concur in this, and there is 
no great Neceſſi:y for recommending it, 
Fin I bog we have done, it ſufficiently a ready? 
o they mean ſetting up private Judg- 
„ in oppoſition to any Foreign Riform 4 
ea to this I ſay, that while others en- 
deavour, to diſcover theit Mothers Nakedneſs 
at Home, let us make it our Buſineſs, to co- 
ver that 1 our Brethren abroad 2 Is this 
Doctyine inculcated upon our moſt Gracious 
King ? I do not underſtand how this js conſi- 
ſtent with the common Rules of Decency 
r good Senſe, that. his. Majeſty ſhould be ad- | 
via, to diſpute che Power of that C hurch, 
whoſe Authority is acknowledg d (it a great 
Meaſure) ) ro. depend upon himlelt *; as Head 
and Supream under Cbriſt. * 
Is it recommended 10 any , of his Subjetty, | 
who are of that Church's "© ommunion, of 
which he is the Head and Protector? I am 
of Opinion, that this is 2 very unaccounta- 
ble. Way, for a Maa t0 expr dels his Duty to 
his Prince, by Fe his Subjects to have 
an indie de mean Opinion of, = 
s can a . b chen 4 


! 
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all this be? Perha ps I have found it out by 
that Noble Claim, of 222 judging for me 
ſelves. But left | ſhould be miſtaken, I do 


not think it neceſſary, to tell 1c to thoſe, who 


believe, are more competent Judges of 
this Matter, than my ſelf. 

However, once for all, to convince you 
that ] am no Friend to implicite Faith, nor an 


Enemy to private Judgment, of which I have 


been endeayouring, to make the beſt uſe I 
could, I ſhall Exhort you all in the Words of 
St, Joby, with which I ſhall con- , , & 
clude, Beloved believe not every Spirit, 1. 

but try the Spirits whether they are of God, be- 
cauſe many FALSE * are Lone 
dut into the World. 


Now to God the Faber, $on and Holy 


, Ghoſt, be aſcrib d all Praiſe, Mi robe, 


Majeſty and Dominion, both now and 


ever more. Amen. 


St. Margaret's, June 
the 26th, 1717. 
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